
Cerrejon Foundations System
2009 Achievements – 2010 Goals



The Foundation System
• Created in January 2008 to promote a sustainability 

shock in la Guajira. 
• Is a reliable, transparent local stakeholder capable of 

executing social projects in a region where local 
institutions and social organizations need to be 
strengthen. 

• Its senior directors are capable of relating with the heads 
of government and communities. They also have skills to 
consolidate strategic alliances to make La Guajira 
interesting for investment and international cooperation. 

• It targets four strategic issues that affect sustainable 
development in La Guajira. 
– Institutional Strengthening 
– Progress - venture
– Water Scarcity
– Indigenous People 



Fund raising strategy

• Position La Guajira within the priorities of the national 
investment and international cooperation agendas.  

• Offer transparency, reliability and knowledge of the 
environment.

• Capacity of matching funds and executing social projects 
with concrete results.     

• All projects are designed with a sustainability approach 
and aim at strengthening social and local government 
institutions. This attracts both international cooperation 
and government investment.  

• Promote social responsibility in La Guajira within 
Cerrejon contractors. 

• Disseminate the work of the Foundation between coal 
buyers to encourage donations.

• The Foundation System aims at continuity after the mine 
closure.
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Drylands in 
Latinamerica
and the
Caribbean: 
Colombia
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General Data: La Guajira
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General Data La Guajira (2)
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Water supply and sanitation coverage
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Water supply sources

Pipelines

Rainwater harvestingJagüey Wind Pumps

Water tanks Casimbas



Water supply sources 
distribution
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Water Access: Pasadena– Upper Guajira
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Challenge: Hygiene and solid waste 
management
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Cerrejón Water Foundation in la Guajira 

Delimitation of the foundation's  fields of 
work
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Solutions aimed at vulnerable indigenous 
and poor population living in rural areas.



Cerrejón Water Foundation in la Guajira 

1. Cerrejon Water Foundation reached 7.277 rural indigenous 
people through water supply solutions:
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2. 70 rural families began a learning process on how to implement 
sustainable livelihood practices, protecting the fragile ecosystems 
and water resource in Paladines creek basin, Hatonuevo. 

3. Solar Disinfection System –SODIS– began to be implemented as 
a learning experience in Kamüsüchiwo>u school, Media Luna, 
evidencing the need to improve water use, sanitation and hygiene
practices of 800 pupils and 30 teachers.

4. Water Foundation is being recognized as a key player in the local 
and national settings�



Cerrejón Water Foundation in la Guajira 
Beneficiareis

Solutions 2009 2010
Water wind pumps 6,900        8,700           
Potabilisation plants 150           150              
Monitoring water organisations (Roche) 125           400              
Small reservoirs (jagüeyes) 102           72                
School sanitation and hygiene -            800              
Granja Cerrejon's neighbour communities -            423              
Big reservoir -            300              
Paladines creek basin -            200              
Total 7,277       11,045         



� At least 8.000 rural people benefited with minimum 5 water supply projects.

� Around 400 rural wayuu located in the northern part of La Guajira will 
benefit from a sustainability scheme for a freshwater reservoir.

� 200 members of the rural communities will be trained on an integrated 
approach in water handling, sanitation and hygiene practices. 

� 100% of Kamüsüchiwo>u’s pupils and teachers will use solar disinfection to 
purify water and will participate in the design and improvement of sanitation 
facilities. 

� 15% of the social investment of the Foundation will come from donations 
different from Cerrejón. 

� Water Foundation will be consulted in the allocation of water and sanitation 
budgets, particularly for rural areas in La Guajira.

Cerrejón Water Foundation in la Guajira 
Goals 2010



Paula Peña Amaya
Directora Fundación Cerrejón para el Agua en La Guajira  

paula.pena@cerrejoncoal.com

Gracias


